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1. An open source platform for digital publications 
a. Flexible tool for publishing 
b. For multimedia objects.  
c. Originally conceived as project to build OJS plug-ins through NHS grant -- 
when that project failed, transitioned to building a new platform using 
Mellon funds  
2. No existing solution fit their needs 
a. Built on a CMS, not a print workflow 
i. For digital natives 
b. Highly configurable 
i. Create a platform and a publication 
c. A community to sustain  
3. Is the problem worth solving 
a. Take a “start-up” view of business case analysis 
i. “4 U’s”Unworkable, Unavoidable, Urgent, Underserved 
1. The business of higher ed depends on communicating 
research success 
2. OJS hosted and BePress services range from 850$ to 
40,000 a year. There is money to pay for service 
3. It is a big market 
b. Side note: when somebody you know changes jobs, you should say “hi” 
you never know what will come of it.  
4. Bengler/Sanity releasing the software in mid-summer-ish 
a. Working through test runs at Library Publishing Forum (conference) in a 
few weeks, more development needed, but should be nearly ready. 
5. Technical overview 
a. Can work as a journal publisher but also could potentially be a front end 
for other digital objects.  
6. Screenshots of configurable/customisable front end 
7. Amazon cloud based currently 
a. As API calls increase, and based on size of files (esp data files) Molly is 
concerned about level of service  
i. AWS is cheap to prototype, but gets expensive as traffic/calls 
increase.  
ii. AWS being used by developers while developing the platform, but 
ultimately Vega will be hosted in some capacity by Wayne State 
and there will also be a free downloadable version for anyone to 
use 
8. Discussion of incentives and restrictions of tenure and promotion 
a. Can this kind of thing help broaden the range of scholarly items used in 
P&T  
b. Discussion of the ways in which Schol Comm is flawed. 
